
21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile (KJV - ‘enemies’) in mind, 
engaged in evil deeds,

• “formerly alienated and hostile in mind”

- Romans 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.

- Romans 8:7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile (KJV - enmity) to God
- Ephesians 4:18 They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God 

because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart.
- Ephesians 2:12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 

from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no 
hope and without God in the world

22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present 
you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach—

• Ephesians 2:15-16 But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and 
broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the 
Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two 
into one new man, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God 
through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.

• “in his fleshly body”

- Hebrews 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil,

- Hebrews 10:5-7, 10 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, Sacrifices 
and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; in burnt offerings 
and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your 
will, O God … And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all.

- 1 John 4:1-3 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they 
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the 
Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.

• “through death”
- Romans 5:10 “reconciled to God by the death of His Son
- 1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that 

he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit
- 1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,
- 1 Peter 2:24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree



• “in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach”
- Ephesians 1:4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and blameless before him. In love
- Ephesians 5:25-27 Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might 

sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might 
present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish.

- Jude 1:24-25 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen.

- 1 Corinthians 1:7-9  as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will 
sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by 
whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and 
may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

- Philippians 1:9-11 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure 
and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

- 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13 may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one 
another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in 
holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established (grounded) and steadfast 
(settled), and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which 
was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.

• “continue in the faith”
- Means not only to persevere but to stay in one place. Satan’s aim is to dislodge us from 

our position
- 1 Corinthians 15:1-2 Now I would remind you, brothers of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast 
to the word I preached to you

• grounded and settled 
- ‘grounded’ is a perfect passive participle thus the sense is “having been founded on a solid 

foundation, remain there”
- 1 Corinthians 15:58 - be steadfast, immovable

• “not moved away from the hope of the gospel”
- The Greek (“moved away”) is a present participle, and suggests a state of chronic or 

frequent unsettlement (tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine - Ephesians 4:14)

- Hebrews 3:6 And we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting 
in our hope.



- Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful.

- Psalm 16:8 I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall 
not be moved.

- Psalm 125:1 Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, 
but abides forever.

• “the hope of the gospel”
- is set forth in vs. 22 - that we would be presented to God holy, blameless, and 

unaccusable.
- mentioned in vs. 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. 
- Titus 2:13 looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Christ Jesus
- Galatians 5:5 For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of 

righteousness.
- 1 John 3:2-3 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 

appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see 
him as he is. 3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.

- 1 Peter 1:13 fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ.


